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From our President… 
 
It was wonderful to hear one of our own members, 
Livia Ayal, at the October meeting.  The program 
was on Technique and Musicianship where she 
talked about various techniques used to realize 
musicianship, including a big emphasis on learning 
musical language through singing as early as 
possible.  The second half of her program focused 
on pure technique, such as scales, chords and 
arpeggios, and the importance of wrist and arm 
synthesis to achieve musical connections.       
 
Emily Parker brought a whole array of musical and 
theory games to share with us for the Round Table 
discussion.  If you incorporate regular group 
classes in your teaching, there was a wealth of 
ideas in a fun format designed to motivate and 
reinforce musical concepts to groups ranging from 
first year beginners to junior high students.  Some 
were bought, but most were charmingly made or 
adapted to meet the needs of her students.  Group 
classes are a wonderful supplement to reinforce 
material in a fun and motivational setting, as well 
as provide regular performance opportunities for 
your students. 
 
If you haven’t had a chance to make it to any of 
our meetings yet, I urge you to attend one as soon 
as your schedule permits.  As president, it has 
personally been rewarding to get to know so many 
new and old members.  I am especially thankful for 
the hard work and dedication of our members that 
make each event a success.  And with that lead in, I 
hope many of you are planning to attend the 
ISMTA state conference on November 14-15 at 
Wheaton College.  Please join me at the Friday 
banquet where we will honor two Members of the 
Year, former president Eric Sutz and current AIM 
Theory and Performance chair, Emily Parker. 
 
Jennifer Cohen 
NSMTA President 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November Meeting – 11/24/08 
 
9:30 Roundtable Discussion Topic 
Nancy DeHaven is going to talk about “Creating A 
Policy Statement”. Bring copies of your studio 
policy to share and join in the discussion. Also to 
be discussed: the ethics of accepting transfer 
students. 
 
10:00 Business Meeting 
 
11:00 Program 
Soo Lee and Matt Hagle will perform and discuss 
the Competition repertoire at our November 
meeting.  These veteran competition teachers will 
share teaching tips, technical pitfalls, musical 
advice, etc.  While the competition level is aimed 
high for our gifted students, you might find 
yourself assigning repertoire from the list as a 
challenge piece for a less advanced or older 
student. Bring your books and your questions. 

 

Upcoming Dates and Events 
 
November 
14-15 

ISMTA State Conference 
Wheaton College, Wheaton, IL 

November 
24 

Business Meeting and Program 
Soo Lee and Matt Hagle: 
Teaching the Competition Repertoire 

December 7 AIM Theory Exams 
January 12 Board Meeting 
January 14 Sonata-Sonatina Festival Application 

Deadline 
January 25 AIM Theory Exams 

 

In this Issue: 
• November Meeting: Soo Lee and Matt Hagle discuss 

teaching the Competition Repertoire 
• Sonata-Sonatina Festival Information and Application 

Form 
• 2009 Competition Repertoire List 
• Updates to NSMTA Directory 
• Northeast District Audition Winners 
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Guest Biographies 
 
Dr. Soo Young Lee was born in Seoul, Korea, and began her 
piano studies at age nine.  A year later, she came to the United 
States to further her studies.  Since then, she has won numerous 
awards and prizes in the Chicago area including the Society of 
American Musicians Competition, St. Paul Federation Competition, 
Northwestern Concerto Competition, and Farwell Award from the 
Musicians Club of Women.  Dr. Lee has participated in the Aspen 
Music Festival where she studied with Ann Schein and Herbert 
Stessin and has participated in master classes with Claude Frank, 
Menachem Pressler, and Nelita True.  She recently performed live 
on WFMT 98.7 FM with Kathleen and Peter Van De Graaf and 
with the ARK Ensemble, which she founded in 2007. 
 
Dr. Lee has served as a faculty member for piano and chamber 
music at Midwest Young Artists (MYA), Merit School of Music, Bay 
Chambers Music Festival/Next Generation Program in Rockport, 
Maine and at Loyola University and is currently on the faculty at 
the Music Institute of Chicago and at Lake Forest College.  During 
the summer, she teaches at Northwestern University's National 
High School Music Institute.  Dr. Lee is currently the Vice 
President of North Shore Music Teacher's Association, the 
President of Society of American Musicians, and Artistic Director of 
ARK ENSEMBLE.  She was a recipient of the Corrine Frada Pick 
Award at Northwestern University where she earned her Bachelor 
of Music with Laurence Davis, Masters of Music in Piano Pedagogy 
with Frances Larimer, and Doctorate of Music with Dr. David 
Kaiserman. 
 
Pianist Matthew Hagle is a graduate of the Peabody 
Conservatory (B.M.) and of Yale University (M.M., M.M.A., 
D.M.A), where he received prizes in piano, accompanying, and 
music theory. Currently he is on the faculty of the Music institute of 
Chicago, where he teaches piano and composition and is the head 
of the Musicianship program. A frequent and noted performer in 
solo and collaborative/chamber roles, his performances have been 
heard at the Ravinia Festival’s Martin Theater, Symphony Center 
in Chicago, Chicago Cultural Center, National Gallery of Art, the 
United States Supreme Court, venues in England, Australia, and 
Japan, and throughout the United States. Mr. Hagle often appears 
with violinist Rachel Barton Pine, with members of the Chicago 
Symphony, and with his wife Mio as a piano duo. His teachers 
include Claude Frank, Robert Weirich, Donald Currier and Maria 
Curcio Diamand.  
 

Sonata-Sonatina Festival 2009 
 

Sunday, February 15th 2009 
Music Institute of Chicago Winnetka Campus 
Application Deadline: January 14th 2009 
Gold Medal Winners Recital:   
Sunday February 22nd 2009 
Regenstein Hall, Northwestern University (time 
TBA) 

 
NSMTA members may enter up to seven students. 
NSMTA dues must be paid by the application 
deadline. Each entrant will play either two 
contrasting movements of a Sonatina or one 
movement (the first or last) of a Sonata. Please 
check the yearbook/directory for complete details. 
 
Two experienced judges will hear each entrant 
and provide written evaluations along with a 
numerical score. Students receiving a score of 96 
or higher will be invited to perform at the Gold 
Medal Winner’s recital on Sunday February 22nd 
2009. 
 
Please fill out the entire application and return it 
by the deadline to: 
 
Eric Sutz 
304 Shadowbend Dr. 
Wheeling, IL 60090 
 
Please take care to write or print legibly and 
provide accurate information. 
 
If you have any questions or can help on the 
committee please contact: 
Eric Sutz at 847 204-6954 or via e-mail at 
Seutz@aol.com 
 
You can also download the form at our website: 
www.NSMTA.org 

  
 

2009 NSMTA Competition Repertoire 
 Primary (Grades 1-3): 
• Bach - Musette in G major  

(Music for Millions Vol. 17). Play with repeats. 
• Kabalevsky - Prelude (MM 17) 
 
Elementary (Grades 4-6): 
• Kirnberger - Bourree #1  

(Bastien Piano Literature Vol. 3). Play with repeats. 
• Grieg - Arietta Op. 12 #1 (Lyric Pieces) 
• Kabalevsky - "Brisk Game" (MM Vol. 37) 

Junior (Grades 7-9): 
• Bach - Courante from French Suite #5. Play with repeats. 
• Grieg - Notturno Op. 54 #4 (Lyric Pieces) 
• Shostakovich - Prelude in d minor, Op. 34 #24  

(24 Preludes Op. 34, published by Sikorski) 
 
Senior (Grades 10-12): 
• Prokofiev - "Montagues and Capulets"  

from 10 Pieces from Romeo and Juliet, Op. 75 
• Chopin - Nocturne in E major, Op. 62 #2 
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The Newsletter of the NSMTA  

Member Update 
 
The following are names and contact information of all 
members that have joined (or paid dues) as of 9/1/08 
that were not included in the directory. 
  

Student News 
 
Jeffrey Sabol, student of Dr. Ron Surace, was 
declared the 2008 State Winner of the MTNA 
Student Composition Competition in the 
Senior Category.  Dr. Surace has been teaching 
Jeffrey composition for the past 2 1/2 years at 
the Music Institute of Chicago in Lake Forest. 
 

In Memoriam: Dr. Peter Abbey Felder 
 
Dr. Peter Abbey Felder, husband of our member 
Elaine Felder, passed away suddenly on 
Thursday, October 30. We extend our deepest 
condolences to Elaine and her family during this 
difficult time. A memorial donation to National 
Parks Conservation Association in memory of 
Dr. Peter Felder was sent by NSMTA.  
 

Northeast District Audition Winners 
 
The Northeast District Audition was held on 
Saturday, October 18th at Northwestern 
University.  There were 22 elementary, 15 
junior and 7 senior level students entered this 
year.  The judges were Dr. Sylvia Wang from 
Northwestern University and Mr. Chris 
Goldston.   The junior and senior level winners 
will compete at the ISMTA state competition 
on November 15, 2008 at Wheaton College.  
The 4 Elementary level winners are invited to 
perform in a Gold Star Recital at the state 
conference on November 15th.   
 
Congratulations to the following students! 
 
Elementary Level Winners: 
Michelle Chen, student of Brenda Huang 
Pamela Lin, student of Sueanne Metz 
Cindy Yang, student of Sueanne Metz 
Zihan Xiong, student of Kristin Elgersma 
 
Honorable Mentions: 
Jessica Ni, student of Brenda Huang 
Amber Scherer, student of Soo Lee 
Jarrett Takaki, student of Sueanne Metz 
 
Junior Level Winners: 
Christian Bourdon, student of Regina Syrkin 
Lauren Tu, student of Sueanne Metz 
Eric Zhang, student of Brenda Huang 
 
Honorable Mentions: 
Andy Guo, student of Soo Lee 
Alisa Kolot, student of Brenda Huang 
 
Senior Level Winners: 
Matthew Scherer, student of Soo Lee 
Max Vikhter, student of Kristin Elgersma 
 
Honorable Mentions: 
Mark Pecak, student of Katherine Lee 
Tim Rose, student of Donna Fortney 
 
Jennifer Cohen,  
Northeast District Audition chair 
 

Svetlana Budilovsky 
1083 Melvin Dr. 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
(847) 433-2316 
 
 
Helen Karkazis 
3837 Dauphine Ave. 
Northbrook, IL 60062 
(847) 498-4653 
hnkmusic@comcast.net 
 
Ludmila Lazar 
430 S. Michigan Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60605 
(312) 341-3779 
 

Eun Jin Lee (New) 
1742 W 95th Pl 
Chicago, IL 60643 
(312) 593-2347 
eunleel@gmail.com 
 
Yevgeniya Margulis 
1583 Tahoe Circle Dr 
Wheeling, IL 60090 
(847) 394-8456 
 
 
Susan Merdinger (New) 
1532 Sheridan Rd 
Highland Park, IL 60035 
(847) 681-8471 
pianista@comcast.net 
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