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From our President….
Dear NSMTA Members,

Over the past month the NSMTA website has
undergone some remodeling. I believe that it is a
cleaner look with the calendar being the go-to
section for quick schedule information.  Please go to
the site and look around. It would be really nice for
more members to be listed on the site itself. The
programs, forms and dates should all be accurate
but it would be a good idea for all board members
and committee members to check the information for
accuracy.

We have also had our ad sales boosted this year.
The revenue from the ads pays the expenses
incurred for printing and distributing the directory.
Please support our sponsors. They are well known
to most members and they should have our support
just as they support our efforts.

Again I urge our membership to be involved in the
group. Even doing small jobs makes everyone feel a
part of a professional teaching community and lifts
the burdens from others who are doing large jobs.
Lastly, we will be having a regular music round table
meeting this year that will start at 9:30am.

It should last approximately 20 minutes and will be a
nice “wake-up” before the regular meeting begins.
Teachers who are interested in presenting a topic
should contact Nancy DeHaven about scheduling for
a future meeting.  I will present a very fast paced
round table for our first meeting on September 24th.
The topic is “ How to read a Lead Sheet”.  You will
find a handout on page seven of this issue of the
Score, which we will use for our discussion.

Eric Sutz
NSMTA President

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 24, 2007
Mary Clare Barker
Female Jazz Musicians

October, 22, 2007       
Svetlana Belsky
Practice and Performance Practice

October, 26-27, 2007       
ISMTA Annual Conference
Western Illinois Univ., Macomb, IL

November 5, 2007       
AIM Theory Judges Meeting and Theory
Application Deadline

November, 26 2007       
The Piano Competition Repertoire
Soo Lee and Matt Hagle

December 9, 2007       
AIM Theory Exam

September 9:30 Roundtable:

How To Play
From a Leadsheet

ERIC SUTZ will be presenting a short workshop.
Join us and learn about this very important skill!
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2008 Competition
Repertoire:

Primary Division:
Mozart - Allegro

(in Music for Millions, vol. 17).
Please play with repeats.

Tchaikovsky - "Old French Song"
from Album for the Young
(also in M.M. vol. 17)

Elementary Division:
Scarlatti  - Sonata in G, K431

(M.M. vol. 37)
Bartok - "Evening in the Country"

from Ten Easy Pieces
(in Bastien Piano Literature, vol. 3)

Schumann - "Knecht Rupprecht"
from Album for the Young, Op. 68
(also in Bastien, vol 3)

Junior Division:
Haydn - Sonata in B-flat, Hob XVI:41,

1st mvt.
Chopin - Mazurka in c# minor, Op. 5 #2

Please play with repeats.
Bartok - Suite op.14, 2nd mvt.

Senior division:
Schumann - "Des Abends"

from Fantasiestücke, Op. 12
Debussy - "Les collines d'Anacapri"

from Préludes, Book I

All selections should be played without
repeats, except where indicated.

ISMTA Northeast
District Auditions

The Northeast District Auditions will be held on Saturday,
October 6, 2007.  The deadline for application is
September 11th, 2007.  It will once again be held at
Northwestern University.

A I M
We hope to see you at the AIM Wine

and Cheese afternoon Sunday, September 9 at
2:00 at Bev Sheridan's home in Lincolnshire.
Come and meet other teachers as well as look
over the AIM materials.

The first AIM deadline is November 5,
2007 for the theory enrollment form, also the
day of our theory judge's meeting at Marlene
Chatain's home.  The theory enrollment form is
included in this issue as well as on the website.

This year we will accept Level I and II
students at any of the four AIM testing dates.
This will hopefully help balance the dates.  The
scheduling becomes a nightmare if most
teachers tend to choose the latest testing dates.
Make an effort this year to enroll more students
on the earlier dates.

The AIM committee met this summer
and brainstormed extra incentives and rewards
for our AIM students.  In addition to the State
awards of certificates, pins, upper level
plaque/bars and a one-time medal, we will be
adding a composer bust for the middle levels
and trophies for the top three levels.  The AIM
achievement monetary prizes for the highest
level-highest scores will still be awarded for up
to four AIM students in at least Level X who
have been enrolled in the AIM program for at
least three years.

A special welcome aboard to Emily
Parker who will lead the Northwestern testing
area in both Theory and Performance.  Many
thanks to Marlene Chatain for all of her years
serving in this capacity.  Marlene continues to
be a guiding force in AIM at both the local and
state levels.  Bev Sheridan, Debbie Gillette, and
Jennifer Cohen continue in their positions and
we are all grateful for all of our AIM teachers
and their generous volunteer participation that is
the key to the success of AIM.

Debbie Gillette and Bev Sheridan,
AIM co-chairmen
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

Mark your calendar for…

A I M
November 5, 2007

Theory Judges Meeting
Theory Application Deadline

 
December 9, 2007

Theory Exam

January 27, 2008
Theory Exam

March 10, 2008
Performance Judges Meeting
Performance Application Deadline

April 13, 2008
Performance Exam

April 20, 2008
Performance Exam



Important Dates

Sonata-Sonatina Festival
Sunday, February 17, 2008

NSMTA Piano Competition
Sunday, May 4, 2008

Mark Your Calendar Now

Mary Clare Barker
September Featured Speaker

Biographical Information
    Mary Clare Barker holds a Bachelor of Music
degree in Music Education from Western
Michigan University and a Master of Music
degree in piano performance and accompanying
from Northwestern University.

   Mary Clare Barker has been entertaining
Chicago audiences for the past twenty years in
many of Chicago’s finest hotels and restaurants
with her piano stylings and songs. A talented
singer who can sing in 5 languages, Mary Clare
often is called upon to perform in a classical
venue or a jazz gig. She makes her living as a
full-time musician juggling her roles between
teacher, accompanist, solo pianist, and lecturer.
Mary Clare was an active member of the 6
Piano Ensemble from Oakton Community
College in Des Plaines for two years and
performed in Honolulu, Hawaii with the group.
Recently, Mary Clare has been lecturing to
many audiences on American women
composers including appearances at the Illinois
State Music Conference in 2004 and 2006, the
Northwest Suburban Music Teachers
Association (2006), and the North Lakeside
Cultural Center (2007).

     In addition to solo performances, Mary Clare
has enjoyed a successful career as an
accompanist, including ten years as the
accompanist for the Contemporary Choir at
Holy Name Cathedral. Currently Mary Clare is
a music minister at St. Gertrude’s and
accompanies their church choir. She also
performs every Saturday evening at Lucca’s
restaurant (2834 N. Southport) from 7-10 pm.
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The 2007 ISMTA State Conference
Western Illinois University,

Macomb, Illinois (Quad Cities)
 October 26 & 27

Guest Artist: Angela Cheng
Guest Clinician: Fred Kern

Featuring student auditions, workshops and
seminars featuring nationally recognized

music professionals.

ANGELA CHENG: Consistently cited for her
brilliant technique, tonal beauty and superb
musicianship, Angela Cheng is one of Canada's
brightest stars. She has appeared as soloist with
virtually every orchestra in Canada, as well as the
Alabama Symphony, Buffalo Philharmonic, Colorado
Symphony, Houston Symphony, Indianapolis
Symphony, Jacksonville Symphony, Louisiana
Philharmonic, Saint Louis Symphony, San Diego
Symphony, Syracuse Symphony, Utah Symphony
and the Israel Philharmonic, among others. The
frequency with which she is re-engaged is
remarkable.

Angela Cheng's debut recording of two
Mozart concerti with Mario Bernardi and the CBC
Vancouver Orchestra received glowing reviews.
Other CDs include: for Koch International, Clara
Schumann's Concerto in A Minor with JoAnn Falletta
and the Women's Philharmonic; for CBC Records,
selected works of Clara and Robert Schumann, four
Spanish concerti with Hans Graf and the Calgary
Philharmonic, and both Shostakovich concerti with
Mario Bernardi and the CBC Radio Orchestra. Most
recently released was an all-Chopin recital CD for
Universal Music Canada.

Ms. Cheng appears regularly on recital
series throughout the U.S. and Canada and has
collaborated with numerous chamber ensembles
including the Takács, Colorado and Vogler quartets.
Her many festival appearances include Chautauqua,
Colorado, Houston, Vancouver and the Festival
International de Lanaudière in Quebec.

Angela Cheng was the 1986 Gold Medal
winner at the Arthur Rubinstein International Piano
Masters Competition as well as the first Canadian to
win the prestigious Montreal International Piano
Competition (1988). In the same year, the Canada
Council awarded Ms. Cheng its coveted Career
Development Grant. For her outstanding
interpretations of Mozart, she received the Medal of
Excellence at the Mozarteum in Salzburg in 1991.

For more information, please visit
www.pianistangelacheng.com.

FRED KERN: Dr. Fred Kern is Professor of Music
and a Specialist in Piano Education at the University
of North Texas in Denton. He is Coordinator of
Keyboard Skills, having been on the faculty of the
College of Music since 1980. Prior to UNT, he was
on the faculties of William Rainey Harper College
and Northwestern University (1972-1980). His
former teachers and mentors include Edna Mae
Brown, Evelyn Ransom, Benny Kemp, R. Dwight
Drexler, Anna McGrosso, Laurence Davis, Eloise
Ristad, Lynn Freeman Olson, Frances Larimer,
James Lyke, Lawrence Rast and Marguerite Miller.

Widely known as a clinician, author, teacher,
composer and arranger, he has published six texts
on piano instruction and more than 500
arrangements and original compositions for piano
solo. He is a co-author of the Hal Leonard Student
Piano Library, the Adult Piano Method and he also
has works in the Alfred catalog.

He was born in Pittsfield, Illinois and by the
time he was seventeen he had his own herd of
registered Angus cattle, which he raised and
showed at the Pike County and Western Illinois
Fairs. The later sale of these cattle provided the first
financial opportunity for him to go to college.

He has been a church musician and a public
school music teacher in Pittsfield and Wilmette,
Illinois, directing band, chorus and general music
programs at the middle school level. He has given
presentations at teacher’s gatherings such as the
World Piano Pedagogy Conference, the Music
Teachers National Association Convention, the
National Conference on Keyboard Pedagogy and at
numerous state conventions.
In two 2006 issues of KEYBOARD COMPANION he
was featured in interviews examining career paths of
piano professionals. At the opening session of
Pedagogy Saturday III at the Austin, TX MTNA
convention, he was one of the speakers described
as "Pedagogical Pathfinders and Trailblazers."

He holds degrees in music education, piano
pedagogy and piano performance from Illinois State,
Illinois Wesleyan, and Northwestern University,
receiving the Doctor of Arts from the University of
Northern Colorado. He also earned the Master
Teacher Certificate given by MTNA.
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Oakton Six Piano Ensemble Auditions

Be part of an unique musical experience as a
member of the Oakton College Six Piano
Ensemble.  Auditions for this internationally
acclaimed touring group will be held on
Monday, September 17 and Wednesday,
September 19 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in Room
1360 at Oakton Community College, 1600 East
Golf Road, Des Plaines.  For more information
about the auditions, contact Glenna Sprague at
gsprague@oakton.edu or (847) 635-1905.

Interested pianists may bring a prepared piano
piece, but music will be provided.  Formed in
1980, the group performs original arrangements
from the classical, ragtime, jazz, and popular
repertoire that are transcribed for the six pianos
by the ensemble’s founder and conductor,
Glenna Sprague, Professor and Coordinator of
Music at Oakton, where she also teaches piano.
The rich, layered sound of the Six Piano
Ensemble is comparable to that of an orchestra,
with each member playing a different part of a
composition as the melody transfers from
pianist to pianist.  The ensemble provides an
excellent opportunity for those pianists who do
not want to perform as soloists, but want to keep
up their playing skills and be part of an
ensemble situation.

Critics hail the sound of the Oakton Six Piano
Ensemble as “extraordinary.” The ensemble
tours throughout the United States and Europe.
The group has performed at the International
Conference of the College Music Society in
Vienna, Austria;  Hawaii Music Teachers
Association in Honolulu;  National Conference
on Keyboard Pedagogy in Chicago;  MTNA
National Conference in Spokane,Washington as
well as numerous MTNA state conferences;
Goshen College Piano Workshop in Indiana;
Chicago Civic Opera House and Navy Pier; and
the Cultural Events Series at Salisbury
University in Maryland.

Two
grand pianos for sale  

Martha Arquilla, long-time member of
NSMTA, passed away May 26, 2007. 

She had two grand pianos which are now for
sale:

a 1918 Steinway, model A grand, black
and a 1919 Mason and Hamlin, 7 foot grand,
black.

For more information call 847-735-8988
(Dean and Marlene DeBrito, executors of
the estate)

presents:

The Fourth Annual

Sejong Music Competition
November 18, 2007
University of Illinois at Chicago

Performing Arts Center
1040 W. Harrison St.
 Chicago, IL  60607

Application deadline: Oct 31, 2007
This competition is organized by the

Sejong Cultural Society,
a non-profit organization,

dedicated to promoting the awareness
of Korea’s cultural heritage.

Please visit our website www.sejongsociety.org
for details of Competition rules and to download the

application form, or call The Korea Times
at 773-463-1050.
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NSMTA Officers for
2007/2008

President
Eric Sutz
847-215-1410
seutz@aol.com

First Vice President and Program Chair
Soo Lee
847-835-1525
klaviersoo@yahoo.com

Second Vice President/Membership
Ron Surace
847-475-2897
nspiano@comcast.net

***NOTE CORRECTED EMAIL ***
Recording Secretary

Donna Fortney
847-244-7465
f.fortney@sbcglobal.net

Corresponding Secretary
Nancy DeHaven

 847-864-2911
nancydehaven@yahoo.com

Treasurer
Karen Tobias
847-251-6545
cktobias@msn.com

Certification
Frances Larimer
847-328-3728
f-larimer@northwestern.edu

Support our Advertisers!

Karnes Music Company
Arlington Heights and Vernon Hills

Cordogans Pianoland and Piano Gallery
Geneva and Deerfield

Music Unlimited
Evanston/Skokie

Kurt Saphir Pianos
Wilmette

Robert Portle Piano Service

Jordan Goodman Piano Service

PianoForte Chicago

Total Music, Ltd.
Glenview

Web Resource of the Month

IClassics Timeline
of Music History

This site has detailed timelines, listing
significant non-musical events as well.  There

are also detailed articles about composers
and about style periods, taken from leading

music history sources.

http://www.iclassics.com/timelineIndex
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ISMTA AIM THEORY EXAMINATION ENROLLMENT SHEET – 2007/2008

Audition Center                                                                                      Teacher Code                                         

Teacher’s Name                                                                                    Telephone                                               

Address                                                                                                                                                                                    

PLEASE USE SEPARATE FORMS FOR EACH EXAM DATE.  List THEORY entrants below in order of AIM LEVEL
except for those who wish to come at the same time.  Group those together with an *.  Requests for specific times will
be honored for special circumstances if indicated on this form.  Please send one copy of each form and ONE CHECK to

cover ALL AIM FEES to the chairman of your audition center.  DEADLINE IS NOVEMBER 5, 2007.   Please use
another sheet for additional students. Levels 3-12:  $20.00   Make checks payable to Student Foundation-NSMTA.

DATE
Special
Request TIME NAME OF STUDENT LEVEL FEE

SCORE
(leave
blank)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

TOTAL
You will be expected to help out in any way that you can.  Please indicate your availability for judging.

Northwestern University (Chicago, Evanston, Glencoe, Glenview, Kenilworth, Lincolnwood, Morton Grove, Skokie,
Wilmette and Winnetka)
            December 9             January 27             No preference Chairman: Emily Parker
           a.m.            a.m.            a.m. 4960 N. Marine Dr, Apt. 1517
           p.m.             p.m.            p.m. Chicago, IL  60640

Lake Forest Symphony School (Deerfield, Highland Park, Lake Bluff, Lake Forest, Libertyville, Lincolnshire,
Northbrook and Waukegan)
            December 9             January 27             No preference Chairman: Bev Sheridan

(p.m. only) (p.m. only) 6 Robinhood Ct.
Lincolnshire, IL  60069
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PianoForte Foundation opens its 3rd season
The PianoForte Foundation is contributing to the rich musical culture of Chicago with another season of
intimate salon concerts in the historic Fine Arts Building downtown.  The 2007-08 season will feature
exceptional local, national, and international talent and promises to be very exciting.  We will present
around 60 concerts total, organized into 4 different series.  Three of the series are classical in nature and
one is jazz, but they all celebrate the piano, its versatility, its wide-ranging repertoire, and the talented
artists who have mastered it.

Fall 2007 Concert Schedule

Pure Piano Series:
Saturdays at 3:00 pm; $15 admission / $10 students with ID

September 8:  David Schrader
November 3:  Lio Kuok-Wai
November 17:  Elisabeth Brauss and Kiveli Dörken
December 8:  Elizabeth Schumann

Piano Plus Series:
Saturdays at 3:00 pm; $15 admission / $10 students with ID

October 13:  Elena Martin and Jose Meliton
October 20:  Gingrich Trio
December 1:  Ilya Kaler and Svetlana Krasnova

Jazz Salon:
Saturdays at 3:00 pm; $25 admission / $15 students with ID

September 15:  Jean-Michel Pilc
September 29:  Larry Vuckovich
November 10:  Michael Kocour
December 15:  Patricia Barber

Fazioli Salon Series:
Fridays at 12:15 pm, broadcast live on WFMT 98.7 FM; free admission!

Please check our website (www.pianofortefoundation.org) for a schedule of performers.

pianoforte foundation
Get personal with music.

Thomas Zoells, Executive Director
410 S. Michigan Avenue, Suite 820

Chicago, IL 60605
(312) 291-0291

www.pianofortefoundation.org



The Score                                                                                                                      September 2007

10

The Score
The Newsletter of the NSMTA
nsmta.org
Nancy DeHaven
410 Asbury Avenue
Evanston, IL 60202


