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From Our President. . .  
 

Greetings!  I hope you are all enjoying the beautiful 

summer we‟ve had.  Like many of you, I spend part of the 

summer clearing my head and part of the summer clearing 

my house.  I can‟t decide which is more challenging. 

 

As we come upon the last days of summer and begin 

planning for another school year, I think it‟s even more 

essential that we find ways to give ourselves short breaks to 

relax our overcrowded mind.  One of the things I‟ve been 

doing these past few weeks is pulling up music from my 

lending library and sight playing through them.  It‟s a great 

way to enjoy making music but the best part is that you 

may just come across the perfect piece for one of your 

students during the process. 

 

Be sure to keep our monthly meetings in mind as I know 

Mary Beth Molenaar, our program chair, has some very 

diverse and interesting presenters scheduled this year.  In 

addition, with the success of the Monster Concert in 

Waukegan last year, we are initiating a Monster Concert at 

Kurt Saphir‟s in October.  You can read more about it in 

this newsletter. 

 

I want to thank all the new and continuing committee 

members that work so tirelessly to keep our events going.  I 

know many are already hard at work in preparing for the 

upcoming events.  If you benefit from our many programs 

and have not volunteered to help yet, I strongly encourage 

you to get involved this year.  Not only will you help to 

keep our events continuing to prosper, but you will meet 

and make new friends along the way.  It does take a lot of 

volunteer hours to put together a successful event.  If you 

are new to our group, joining a committee that interests you 

is the perfect way to get to know our members and quickly 

become a part of our group.  I look forward to seeing you 

all in September. 

 

Jennifer Cohen 

NSMTA President 

 

 

NSMTA Officers for 2008-2009 

 

President 

Jennifer Cohen 

847-438-7971 

Jicohen1@aol.com 

 

First Vice-President and Program Chair 

Mary Beth Molenaar 

847-676-2060 

m-molenaar@northwestern.edu 

 

Second Vice-President and Membership Chair 

Birdi Dawson 

847-328-4427 

rdawson827@illinoisalumni.org 

 

Recording Secretary 

Jane McInnis 

847-924-7469 

jagmci@earthlink.net 

 

Corresponding Secretary 

Jia-Yee Tang 
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Guest Biography 

 

Ronald YaDeau has been a 

member of MTNA since 

1974 and has served the 

association as a member of 

the Board of Directors, 

East Central Division 

president and a member of 

the MTNA Governance 

Study Committee. He also 

has served as president of 

the Illinois State MTA and 

the Decatur Area MTA. He 

has been coordinator of 

keyboard studies at 

Millikin University in 

Decatur, Illinois, since 

1980. He is an active 

church organist and has 

served on the Board of 

Directors of the Central 

Illinois District, Lutheran 

Church Missouri Synod 

and currently serves on the 

Commission governing the 

United Lutheran Mission 

Association. He has been 

an active recitalist, 

adjudicator and clinician 

throughout the Midwest 

and has performed in 

Belarus, Slovakia, Austria, 

Germany and the 

Netherlands. He is working 

to complete a critical 

edition of 24 Preludes by 

Belarusian composer Petr 

Podkovyrov .  

September Meeting - Monday, September 28, 2009 
Location: Music Institute of Chicago 

    300 Green Bay Road 

    Winnetka, IL 60093 

 

Our September meeting program will feature Ron YaDeau from Millikan University 

in Decatur.  He will  discuss pianist's medical problems and how to develop good 

technical habits to avoid them.  Ron researched this issue on a  sabbatical leave with 

his wife in Philadelphia where they were Fellows of the Arts Medicine Center of 

Thomas Jefferson University.  What a great way to start the year - by making sure that 

we are practicing correctly and keeping our students on the right track to avoid injury. 

 

Join us for a potluck lunch afterwards! 

 

AIM Wine and Cheese 
Are you looking for a motivating program for your students, a well-

thought out curriculum, theory and technique to accompany literature 

study?  AIM, Achievement in Music, is easily accessible and simple to 

begin.  Many of our teachers are joining the ranks each year. No matter 

if your students are average or competition talents, AIM has a place in their musical 

education.   

 

The easiest way to get started is to enter one or more students this year and get a feel for 

the best way to incorporate the program into your teaching.  The syllabus can be ordered 

easily on the ISMTA website, ismta.org.  It outlines the requirements at each of the twelve 

levels and includes some sample exams.  Theory workbooks are available for purchase as 

well at Levels 2 -12 and are extremely helpful in reinforcing the concepts at each level.  

Only one syllabus per teacher needs to be purchased, but plan on one workbook per 

student as the material is under copy write. 

 

If you would like to stop by the annual Wine and Cheese at Beverly Sheridan‟s home, 

September 13 from 2 – 4, Bev and I will be available to answer questions as well as look 

over materials available for purchase.  Bev‟s address is 6 Robinhood Ct., Lincolnshire.  

Call her to RSVP at 847-948-7783 or email her at bevsherida@yahoo.com 

 

THEORY 

Judges Meeting and Entry 

Deadline 
Monday, November 9, 2009 

Exam Dates 

December 6, 2009 (NU only) 

January 17, 2010 

January 24, 2010 

PERFORMANCE 

Judges Meeting and Entry 

Deadline 
Monday, March 8, 2010 

Exam Dates 
April 11, 2010 

April 18, 2010 

 

AIM Chairmen for this year include: 

Debbie Gillette and Beverly Sheridan, Co-chairmen,  

Lake Forest: Beverly Sheridan, Theory; Jennifer Cohen, Performance 

Northwestern: Kristin Elgersma and Jia-Yee Tang 
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Winners of the 2009 NSMTA Piano Competition 
Competition date:  Sunday, May 3, 2009 

Winners Recital:  Sunday, May 17, 2009 at  

St. James Lutheran Church in Lake Forest, IL. 

 

Primary Division 

1
st
 Prize: Michael Tzeng, student of Katherine Lee 

1
st
 Place: Joshua Yoon, student of Milana Pavchinskaya 

2
nd

 Place: Alice Zhang, student of Brenda Huang 

3
rd

 Place: Hannah Chu, student of Svetlana Belsky 

3
rd

 Place: Jacob Furfine, student of Sueanne Metz 

Honorable Mention: Jonas Madison, student of TC Anderson 

Honorable Mention: Maggie Wang, student of Matt Hagle 

Honorable Mention: Eric Lin, student of Brenda Huang 

Honorable Mention: Eriko Darcy, student of Sueanne Metz 

 

Elementary Division 

1st: Seoyun Baek, student of Elaine Felder 

2nd: Sabrina Tong, student of Katherine Lee 

3rd: Jonathan Chu, student of Svetlana Belsky 

3rd: Michelle Chen, student of Brenda Huang 

Honorable Mention: Colin Choi, student of Sueanne Metz 

Honorable Mention: Jane Zhang, student of Svetlana Belsky 

Honorable Mention: Linus Zhu, student of Carol Honigberg 

 

Junior Division 

1st: Ryan Jannak-Huang, student of Brenda Huang 

2nd: Caroline Chen, student of Ann Birman 

3rd: Isabel Hubeny, student of Ann Birman  

Honorable Mention: Jennifer Choi, student of Elaine Felder 

 

Senior Division 

1st: James Stinehart, student of Brenda Huang 

No 2nd prize 

3rd: Amy Lin, student of Sueanne Metz 

3rd: Janelle Pasch, student of Svetlana Belsky 

Honorable Mention: Toni Cao, student of Ann Birman

Oakton Six Piano Ensemble Auditions 
 

Be part of a unique musical experience as a member of the 

Oakton Six Piano Ensemble.  Auditions for this internationally 

acclaimed touring group will be on Monday, September 14 and 

Wednesday, September 16 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. in Room 1360 

at Oakton Community College, 1600 East Golf Road, Des 

Plaines.  For more information about the auditions, contact 

Glenna Sprague at gsprague@oakton.edu or (847) 635-1905. 

 

Interested pianists may bring a prepared piano piece, but music 

will be provided.  Formed in 1980, the group performs original 

arrangements from the classical, ragtime, jazz, and popular 

repertoire that are transcribed for the six pianos by the 

ensemble‟s founder and conductor, Glenna Sprague, Professor 

and Coordinator of Music at Oakton, where she also teaches 

piano. The rich layered sound of the Six Piano Ensemble is 

comparable to that of an orchestra, with each member playing a 

different part of a composition as the melody transfers from 

pianist to pianist.  The ensemble provides an excellent 

opportunity for those pianists who do not want to perform as 

soloists, but want to keep up their playing skills and be part of 

an ensemble situation.  

 

Critics hail the sound of the Oakton Six Piano Ensemble as 

“extraordinary.”  

The ensemble tours throughout the United States and Europe.  

This year, the ensemble will be performing for the California 

Music Teachers Association in Los Angeles.  

Past performances have included the International Conference 

of the College Music Society in Vienna, Austria; Hawaii Music 

Teachers Association in Honolulu; National Conference on 

Keyboard Pedagogy in Oak Brook; Civic Opera House and 

Navy Pier in Chicago; and the MTNA National Conference in 

Atlanta as well as numerous MTA state conferences. Also, 

available on CD is Oakton Six Piano Ensemble: Live in Concert. 

2010 NSMTA Contest Repertoire 
All selections should be played without repeats unless otherwise indicated. 

Primary Junior 

Handel - Rigaudon (in Music for Millions v.27) 

Khachaturian - Melody (M.M. 17) 

Haydn - Sonata in F, Hob. XVI: 23, 1st mvt. 

Bartok - "Stars, Shine Brightly" from Four Hungarian  

Folk Tunes (M.M. 37) 

Schumann - "Novellete" in b minor from Bunte Blätter, 

Op. 99 (Do the first short repeat only) 

Elementary Senior 

Haydn - Minuet (M.M. 37) 

Kabalevsky - Fairy Tale (M.M. 17) 

Burgmuller - Velocity, Op. 109, #10 (Encore, vol. 1) 

Barber - Nocturne 

Beethoven - Sonata, Op. 10 #3, 1st mvt. 

 

mailto:gsprague@oakton.edu
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Monster Concert Information 

 
1

st
 Rehearsal  Sunday, October 18

th
,  2:00, 3:30 p.m. 

   Northwestern, 711 Elgin, room 301  (enter north parking lot door) 

 

2
nd

 Rehearsal  Saturday, October 24
th

 8:00 and 9:00 a.m. 

Kurt Saphir Pianos, 123 Green Bay Road, Wilmette 

 

Concert Sunday, October 25
th

, 2:00 and 3:30 p.m. 

Kurt Saphir Pianos 

 

 

Elementary Level    (Prepare both pieces when a set is indicated.) 

 
Turkish March 

Sleeping Beauty Playtime Piano Classics, Level 1  FJH 

 

Scarecrow Scherzando In Recital Throughout the Year  FJH 

You‟re a Grand Old Flag  Vol. 2, Book 2 

 

Horseman‟s Night Ride  Faber Piano Adventures Performance 

March of the English General Book 2A    FJH  

 

Take Me Out to the Ball Game Duet Treasures, Vol. 1  FJH 

 

Ode to Joy Duet Treasures, Vol. 1  FJH 

 

Round „n‟ Round L.F. Olson    C. Fischer 

 

 

Intermediate 
 
All I Ask of You Top Hits Duets, vol. 4   Alfred 

  

Heart & Soul Lev. 4 Solo    Hal Leonard 

 

The Phantom Dynamic Duets, Bk 1  (Solo also) FJH  

 

Eine Kleine Nachtmusik Recital Duets, Vol. 1, Bk 4    FJH  

 

Pachelbel‟s Canon in D Piano for Two, Bk 5   FJH  

 

 
Late Intermediate/Advanced 
 
Fugue on a Russian Theme, Op. 34, No. 6 Duet Repertoire, Level 6  Kjos 

  

The All-American Hometown Band Noona (sheet)   Heritage Music Press 
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2009 NSMTA Monster Concert Registration 
 

Teacher E-mail  

Address        Phone  

Application Fee:  $10 per participant, check made out to “North Shore MTA”.   Maximum  $20 per family.   Students may play as 

many pieces as they can handle.  Participants sign up in pairs and may play with other students, friends, parents, grandparents, or their 

teacher.   Students should have taken at least 1 year of lessons.  It‟s best to choose repertoire at a lower level.  We may need to 

consolidate into one program and pieces with low registration may be cancelled.  Please register ASAP so students have time to 

choose another piece if necessary. 

 

There is no fee for teachers who perform.  Teachers will be expected to help with page turning, seating, ticket distribution etc.  

Teachers who are not in a duo may be asked to fill in empty spots in order that all six pianos may be filled.  Be sure to brush up on the 

repertoire and indicate below which particular pieces you would be able to play.  Teachers are expected to provide original scores for 

their duos. 

 

We will distribute tickets for participants and teachers at the first rehearsal.  Because of limited seating, participants will only receive 

one additional ticket at the first rehearsal for an audience member.  We will provide additional tickets as they become available first 

come.  (Please return any that you don‟t need.)  Kurt Saphir would like notice ahead of time for anyone needing handicapped access in 

the elevator, and requests that children 5 and under not be present.  We ask for your understanding in this matter. 

 

Martha Yelenosky will Co-Chair this event with Mary Beth Molenaar.  Martha will conduct the rehearsals and performance this year.  

Martha has experience teaching children and adults and presented a multi-piano event last year in her independent studio. 

 

Deadline –  completed form postmarked no later than:  Monday, September 28
st
.  Turn in at our meeting or mail in ahead of time. 

Mary Beth Molenaar    (847-676-2060)  m-molenaar@northwestern.edu 

3550 Grove Street 

Evanston, IL     60203 

Please indicate 2 participants for each repertoire.  If the teacher is the duet partner, initial please. 

 
Primo/part 1 Secondo/part 2 Repertoire 

1. 
   

2. 
   

3. 
   

4. 
   

5. 
   

6. 
   

7. 
   

8. 
   

(Additional performers can be added on the next page.) 

mailto:m-molenaar@northwestern.edu
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Monster Concert Registration cont. (add additional entries as needed here).  

It may be necessary to limit the number of entries for each teacher if enrollment exceeds room capacity. 

 Primo/part 1 Secondo/part 2 Repertoire 

1. 
   

2. 
   

3. 
   

4. 
   

 

 

Repertoire you (as teacher) are able to fill in: (list the piece and what parts you can fill in) 

 

1. 

 

2. 

 

3. 

 

4. 

 

5. 

 

6. 

 

7. 

 

8. 

 

 

_____I can fill any of the parts for any of the repertoire. 

 

_____I can fill any of the parts for any of the repertoire except:__________________________________ 
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ISMTA Northeast District Auditions 
 
The Northeast District auditions will be held on Saturday, October 17, 2009 at Northwestern University‟s Music Administration 

Building, located at 711 Elgin Road, Evanston, IL.  60208.  The application deadline is September 15, 2009.  Local chapters in the 

Northeast District include Chicago (CAMTA), Kankakee Valley, North Shore (NSMTA) and South Suburban.  Any member of these 

chapters with active and current membership dues paid by September 1, 2009 may enter students in the Northeast District auditions.  

Students must have studied with the teacher at least six months prior to application deadline date.   

 

Elementary Piano Competition 

Age: 9-11 years old as of January 1, 2010 

(Teachers note: the age requirements overlap for the elementary and junior piano competitions, please choose the appropriate event 

for your 11-year old student(s) 

Each student will perform 2 contrasting pieces. No minimum time is required and pieces must be memorized.  Maximum judging 

time: 6 minutes 

Entrance fee: $20.00 

 

ISMTA Duet Competition – Elementary Division, Junior Division, and Senior Division 

For piano, 4 hands only. 

Age: 9-10 years old for elementary, 11-14 years old for junior, 15–18 years old for senior, as of January 1, 2010. If both participants 

are not in the same age group, they will be judged at the level of the older student. 

The duet team will perform two contrasting selections and must switch parts between selections. No minimum time required and 

memorization is not required.   

Maximum judging time: 15 minutes  

Entrance fee: $15.00 per team 

 

ISMTA Junior Performance Competition  

Age: 11-14 years old as of January 1, 2010 

Teachers note: the age requirements overlap for the elementary and junior piano competitions, please choose the appropriate event 

for your 11-year old student(s) 

Students will perform at least two compositions from contrasting periods (baroque, classical, romantic, impressionist, or 

contemporary). No minimum performance time is required.  All pieces must be memorized.  Maximum judging time:  15 minutes 

Entrance fee: $40.00 

 

ISMTA Senior Performance Competition 

Age: 15-18 years old as of January 1, 2010 

Students will perform at least three pieces from contrasting periods (baroque, classical, romantic, impressionist, or contemporary). No 

minimum performance is required.  No concertos.  All  pieces must be memorized.  Maximum judging time: 20 minutes 

Entrance fee: $50.00 

 

Collegiate –NEW this year is the ISMTA Collegiate Piano Competition.  This is for the collegiate student who would like to compete 

at the State Level but not compete at the MTNA level.  The Collegiate Competition takes place only at the State level; there is no 

preliminary District competition.   

 

Students will receive a score rating of “1”, “2”, or “3.” Winners in the Junior and Senior Competitions  that receives a score rating 

of “1” will move on to the state competition on November 7, 2009 at Eastern Illinois University at the ISMTA State Conference. 

Winners of the Elementary level will not compete at the state competition, but will be invited to perform in a “Star Recital” at the 

state conference.  

 

Application form is included in this newsletter. You can also obtain one from the ISMTA website at www.ismta.org. Please follow the 

age requirements accurately. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me by phone or email. Send applications to: 

 

Jennifer Cohen, NE district chair 

13 Old Barn Road 

Hawthorn Woods, Il 60047 

847-438-7971 

Jicohen1@aol.com 
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NSMTA Programsð 2009-2010 
 

September 28  Business Meeting and Program 

Ron YaDeau (Millikan) 

Practicing Healthy to Stay Healthy  or No Pain, No Gain? No Way! 

 

October 26 Business Meeting and Program 

Jim Giles (NU):  Chopin Waltzes 

 

November 23 Business Meeting and Program 

Matt Hagle (MIC):   Teaching the Competition Repertoire 

 

January 25 Home meeting, place TBA 

 

February 22 Business Meeting and Program 

Wendy Unrath (Elmhurst) 

Yoga at the Piano - using our bodies more efficiently at the piano. 

 

March 22 Business Meeting and Program 

Nancy DeHaven (Evanston): 

: Independent Music Teacher‟s Forum      

 

April 26  Business Meeting and Program 

Ludmila Lazar (Roosevelt) 

  Mini-Master Class and Lecture - Mozart and the influence of dance. 
 

Dues Reminder 

Hopefully you have paid your MTNA dues by now, but just a 

friendly reminder to get renewed by October 31, 2009 in 

order to participate in any of our events this coming year.  

www.mtna.org 

Dues Breakdown: 

$65.00 National 

$32.00 State 

$18.00 Local (NSMTA) 

$115.00 Total 

 

 

 



 

The Score 
The Newsletter of the NSMTA 
www.nsmta.org 
Jia-Yee Tang 
3167 N Pine Grove Apt 60 
Chicago, IL 60657 


