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From Qur PresicentE

Thank you to Mary Beth Molenaar for hosting the
home meeting in January. We had a nice gathering
with an array of yummy treats and hot beverages. |
truly enjoyed and appreciated the more relaxed
atmosphere and the free discussions. I left with a few
great ideas to try in the coming months. This month,
our program speaker is Janice Razaq, with a program
entitled “Music of My Ancestral Heritage:
Scandinavian Composers.” I’m looking forward to a
very interesting and enlightening program.

How many of you watched the presidential
inauguration on January 20"™? I have never been very
interested in politics, other than doing my duties to
vote every election. However, not only did I find
myself glued to the TV watching the live inauguration
during the day, but I sat glued to the TV watching all
the broadcasts in the evening, well past midnight. For
me, our new president inspires confidence to make a
difference in the world. I am finding myself wanting
to do more to make a difference in the lives that I
touch, especially my students. I think we all do that as
educators anyway, but it’s easy to fall into a routine
and forget to see how we impact our students every
week. Great leaders and teachers never forget that. I
hope I can look back on my teaching career and say
with confidence that I made a positive impact on my
students on a regular basis.

Finally, with this economic downturn, we are all trying
to find ways to save money and become more
environmentally friendly. To that end, I would like to
renew our efforts to go electronic in as many ways as
possible. The US post office has announced another
increase in postage and it is becoming more and more
costly to mail items. In addition to sending newsletters
via emails, we are looking into submitting applications
and receiving schedules online in the future. We don’t
want to have to increase application fees to cover these
rising costs, and the added benefit to going electronic
is saving paper and doing our part to be more
environmentally friendly! /;ﬂ
G\ e L»‘

Jennifer Cohen
NSMTA President

Feb Sonata-Sonatina Festival
15 Music Institute of Chicago

Feb | Gold Medal Winners Recitals
22 Regenstein Hall, Northwestern University

Feb | Business Meeting and Program
23 Janice Razaq — Music of my Ancestral Heritage:
Scandinavian Composers

Mar | AIM Performance Application Deadline

9 AIM Performance Judges Meeting
Mar | Business Meeting and Program
23 Marcia Bosits: Intermediate Level Master Class

February Meeting — Monday, Feh 23, 2009
Location: Music Institute of Chicago

300 Green Bay Road

Winnetka, IL 60093

9:15 Music Exchange

Its time to clean out the closets and sort through those stacks
of old music! We're reviving an old tradition for our
February meeting - The Music Exchange! Stake out a part
of a table in the room next to our meeting. Set up starts no
earlier than 9:15. The bell will ring to open the exchange
from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m. Sales will open up again during
coffee hour and for a awhile after our program ends.

Mark your music with prices for quick, easy sales. Or, price
everything the same and make a sign. We recommend even
dollar amounts or "2 for a dollar". Don't forget to bring some
singles for change. Keep the change from your sales (times
are tough) or donate them to our scholarship fund.

10:00 Business Meeting

11:00 Program
Janice Razaq will discuss and perform music of her ancestral

heritage, including composers from Scandinavia, Iceland,
Sweden and Norway. She promises to include a some easier
music appropriate for younger students.

Don't miss this new workshop premiere that will no doubt
make the rounds of other local chapters next year!

In This Issue:
. Guest Bio: Janice Razaq
AIM Performance, Repertoire, and Alternate Fingering Form
March Meeting: Master Class Application
Monster Concert Info
Oakton Six-Piano Ensemble
NSMTA Competition Form
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Guest Biography

Dr. Janice Razaq is on the music faculty at
William Rainey Harper College in Palatine,
[llinois. She received her Doctor of Musical
Arts Degree in Piano Performance from
Texas Tech University, where she studied
with William Westney; a Master of Music
Degree from the University of Illinois,
where she studied with Stanley Fletcher;
and a Bachelor of Music Degree with
Distinction from the Eastman School of
Music, where she studied with Cécile
Genhart. A Fulbright Grant enabled her to
study for three years at the Royal Academy
of Music in London with Hilda Dederich.
While in Europe she was an award winner
in the Canals International Competition in
Barcelona, Spain. Her London debut recital
at Wigmore Hall received excellent reviews.
Dr. Razaq has concertized extensively in the
Midwest, including performances on the
“Live from Landmark™ series on Minnesota
Public Radio, and on the Dame Myra Hess
Concert Series from the Chicago Public
Library, broadcast live on WFMT radio.
She has been a featured pianist with the
Mannheimer Piano Festival at the
University of Minnesota in Duluth several
times, and her performances have been
heard on Minnesota Public Radio. Her
performance of Gershwin’s Rhapsody in
Blue with the Elgin Symphony Orchestra
was acclaimed by critics as “powerful and
dazzling”. She is active as an adjudicator,
and has judged local, district, state, and
international competitions. She has played
chamber music recitals with members of the
Chicago Symphony Orchestra, and was a
featured soloist at Stringfest, held at Illinois
State University. Dr. Razaq has presented
programs for the Illinois State Music
Teachers Conferences and for many local
area groups of ISMTA. She is currently
State Certification Chair for ISMTA. She
has made frequent appearances as Artist-in-
Residence in concerto performances with
the Harper Symphony Orchestra in Illinois
and the Lake Superior Chamber Orchestra
in Duluth, Minnesota. Recent solo
appearances have been at colleges and
universities in Illinois, Texas and
Minnesota, and for the American Matthay
Association for Piano in Georgia and in
Tennessee.

Achievement in Music

Theory Examinations have been completed and the deadline for the
Performance Examinations is rapidly approaching. March 9 is both the
deadline for the Performance Enrollment Form as well as the Performance
Judges Meeting at 9:30 AM at Marlene Chatain's home in Evanston.
Repertoire sheets must be included for level 2 and above. Please remember
to indicate first-time AIM students so that we can order medals for this year
as soon as possible. Typed student names are preferred to help with the
certificate writing. I am so grateful to all of the teacher volunteers in this
program at all levels. Please help facilitate everyone's job with attention to
the details on the form in clear, legible writing.

Our local AIM is once again awarding monetary awards to up to four
students. To be eligible for this Achievement Award, students must be in
Level 10-12, participated in NSMTA's AIM for at least 3 years, and have a
minimum average score of 89 including theory and performance. Highest
levels will receive first priority in determination of winners. Winners will be
invited to perform at the Winner's Recital in May.

In preparing for the Technique portion of the Performance Exam, refer to the
2003 Syllabus for required fingering. If you teach with an alternate
fingering, please include the alternate fingering form with your student on
the day of the exam.

The Performance Exam dates vary as to the location of the testing site. Lake
Forest will test on April 5 and April 19 in the afternoon only, and
Northwestern will test on April 19 and April 26. As much as possible, try to
enter students on both dates and if you are available to judge either date,
please indicate this. We need all teachers to be available for judging.

Thanks again to all who make this program a success. Continue to spread
the word among new teachers about AIM. Our numbers have been steadily
growing over the last several years. Invite interested teachers to our judges

meeting in March and consider mentoring a new AIM teacher!

Debbie Gillette and Bev Sheridan, AIM Co-Chairmen

Let's Go Electronic! Campaign

There are still 41 copies of the newsletter that are being sent to members through
regular mail. NSMTA is launching a campaign to see if we can get 100%
participation in the “Let’s Go Electronic” program. Every member that switches
from hard copy to electronic copy will be placed in a drawing for a special
“thank you” gift donated by our president, Jennifer Cohen. We will have
monthly drawings through June. The first drawing will take place at the March
meeting on March 23" and the last drawing will be at the June Luncheon. You
do not need to be present to receive the gift. Let’s see how many members we
can convert!

If you are still receiving a hard copy of the newsletter and have access to emails,
please notify Jia-Yee Tang, our newsletter editor, at jiayeetang(@gmail.com so
she can switch you immediately. Also, it is important to notify her with any
updates in your email addresses.
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ISMTA AIM PERFORMANCE EXAMINATION ENROLLMENT SHEET - 2008/2009

Audition Center Teacher Code
Teacher® Name Telephone
Address

PLEASE USE SEPARATE FORMS FOR EACH EXAM DATE. List PERFORMANCE entrants below in order of Al M LEVEL
except for those who wish to come at the same time. Group those together with an*. Requests for specific times will be
honored for special circumstances if indicated on this form. Check off "New” column for students entering AIM for the
first time only.

Please send one copy of each formand ONE CHECK to cover ALL Al M FEES to the chairman of your audition center.
DEADLINE IS March 9, 2009. Please use page 2 for additional students.

Levels 1-2: $10.00 Make checks payable to Student Foundation-NSMTA.

Special SCORE
DATE | Request TI ME NAME OF STUDENT New | LEVEL FEE | (leaveblank)

10

Total

You will be expected to help out in any way that you can. Please indicate your availability for judging.

Northwestern Univer'sify (Chicago, Evanst on, Glencoe, Glenview, Kenilwort h, Lincolnwood, Morton Grove, Skokie, Wilmette and Winnet ka)

April 19 April 26 No pref erence Chairman: Emily Parker
a.m. a.m. a.m. 1000 W Leland Apt. 12D
p.m. p.m. p.m. Chicago, | L 606 40

Lake Forest Symphony School (Deerfield, Highland Park, Lake Bluf f, Lake Forest, Libertyville, Lincolnshire, Northbrook and Waukegan)

April 5 April 19 No pref erence Chairman: Jennif er Cohen
(p-m. only) (p-m. only) 13 Old Barn Road
Hawt horn Woods, | L 60047
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ISMTA AIM PERFORMANCE EXAMINATION ENROLLMENT SHEET - 2008/2009, pg. 2

Audition Center Teacher Code

Teacher® Name Telephone

Special SCORE

DATE Request TIME NAME OF STUDENT New | LEVEL FEE (leave
blank)

11

14

16

17

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Total
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ISMTA AIM Repertoire Information Levels IA, IB, IC 1115-04

To the Teacher: Students must perform two pieces from memory.
Select pieces from good study books and solos of musical value.
Easier pieces listed in the Syllabus from Level I may be used.

Teacher Telephone
Student Level
Piece 1 Composer Composifion

Collection
Piece2 Composer Composition

Collection
Student Level
Piece 1 Composer Composition

Collection
Piece2 Composer Composition

Collection
Student Level
Piece 1 Composer Composition

Collection
Piece2 Composer Composition

Collection
Student Level
Piece 1 Composer Composition

Collection
Piece 2 Composer Composition

Collection
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ISMTA - ACHIEVEMENT IN MUSIC

1112-03

FORM FOR USE OF ALTERNATE FINGERING FOR TECHNIQUE

STUDENT’'S NAME

TEACHER'S CODE

LEVEL

Complete this form only if the student is not using the fingerng printed in the ISMTA Syllabus.
List only those fingenngs of items which differ. The student is to bring this form with
him/her to the Performance Exam and give it to the judge.

SCALE/KEY FINGERING USED
CHORD/KEY FINGERING USED
ARPEGGIO/KEY FINGERING USED
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ISMTA AIM Repertoire Information Levels TT-XTI
Repertoire Information for Levels IA, IB, IC is not required

To the Teacher: A list of each student’s repertoire must be submitted to your local AIM Performance Chairman. Students are
required to perform two pieces from memory at all levels. (See Performance Guidelines in your 2003 AIM syllabus, page x

and the repertoire sections ar each level for more details of requirements.)

Please provide the source of your repertoire for each student. Ifit comes from the syllabus. page number is sufficient. 1.e. V-21. If

the repertoire comes from a source other than the syllabus, please list the source.

Source of Repertoire from:

ISMTA Achievement in Music Syllabus (2003), graded collection, anthology or repertoire list
Other repertowre with consent of the State Performance Chair. (write “consent” under source)

Recognized contest lists with consent of Local Performance Chair (write “contest repertoire” under source)

Teacher Telephone Email

Student Level

List A Composer Composition Source
List B Composer Composition Source
List C  Composer Composition Source
List D Composer Composition Source
Student Level

List A Composer Composition Source
List B Composer Composition Source
List C  Composer Composition Source
List D Composer Composition Source
Student Level

List A Composer Composition Source
List B Composer Composition Source
List C  Composer Composition Source
List D Composer Composition Source
Student Level

List A Composer Composition Source
List B Composer Composition Source
List C  Composer Composition Source
List D Composer Composition Source
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ISMTA ATM Repertoire Information Levels IT-XTI — p. 2 (make additional copies of this page as needed)

Teacher Telephone Email

Student Level

List A Composer Composition Source,
List B Composer Composition Source
List C Composer Composition Source
List D Composer Composition Source
Student Level

List A Composer Composition Source
List B Composer Composition Source
List C Composer Composition Source
List D Composer Composition Source
Student Level

List A Composer Composition Source
List B Composer Composition Source
List C  Composer Composition Source,
List D Composer Composition Source
Student Level

List A Composer Composition Source
List B Composer Composition Source
List C Composer Composition Source
List D Composer Composition Source
Student Level

List A Composer Composition Source
List B Composer Composition Source
List C Composer Composition Source
List D Composer Composition Source
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March Meeting - Master Class

The NSMTA Master Class at our March meeting will feature intermediate level
students taught by Dr. Marcia Bosits, a professor at Northwestern University. Dr.
Bosits is a dynamic teacher who regularly teaches children in small groups.

Start thinking now about middle-school age students (grades 5, 6, 7 or 8) playing

intermediate level literature who would be available during the day. Note:
students will be expected to stay for the entire class (10:45a — 12:00p).

Master Class Application

Student Name

Age Grade AIM level (if any)

Parent's Name

Family E-mail Phone

Teacher Name

Teacher E-mail Phone

Piece(s) my student might perform:
Length Composer Title

1.

2.

Due by March 1, 2009

Mail to: Mary Beth Molenaar

3550 Grove Street
Evanston, IL 60203
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Dear Colleagues,

I'm excited to announce the final details
about the Monster Piano Concert: Kurt
Saphir Pianos (in Wilmette) is hosting this
event on the 2nd floor of its prestigious store,
with 6 new grand pianos lined up, tuned and
prepared just for this event!

I currently have 3 groups forming:
- Beginners (kids in levels 1-4)

- Intermediate (older kids in levels 5-8)
- Early Advance (adults)

Adult Ensemble

I encourage all adults who have some
pianistic background to join in. The
repertoire is not very difficult and rehearsals
will be fun and a great opportunity to get
together with other piano lovers. If you or
your students are considering joining this
event but have concerns about skill level, etc,
you're welcome to come look at the pieces
before deciding if this is right for you. Don't
miss this unique opportunity to play with
other pianists and have a great time!

Music will include arrangements for multiple
pianos from different genres (i.e. classical,
folk, jazz, and world music).

Concert Info

Sunday, June 7, 2009 @ 4 PM

Location: Kurt Saphir Pianos (Recital Hall,
2nd Floor), 123 Greenbay Road, Wilmette,
IL 60091

Rehearsal Dates
Sat or Sun evenings: April 18 — June 6, 2009.

Rehearsal Location

Martha Yelenosky’s Piano Studio
8508 N. Christiana Ave.

Skokie, IL 60076

Registration Deadline: Feb. 14, 2009
Registration Fee: $120
(includes rehearsals, recital, and music)

Send your payment check made out to
Martha Yelenosky, together with the
registration form to:

Martha Yelenosky
8508 N. Christiana Ave
Skokie, IL 60076

Contact info

Martha Yelenosky, NCTM
847-329-1324
martha@yelenosky.com
www.marthapianostudio.com

The Oakton Six Piano Ensemble, under the direction of Glenna Sprague, will present concerts on
Saturday, April 25 at 8:00pm and Sunday, April 26 at 3:00pm in the Footlik Theater at
Oakton Community College, 1600 East Golf Road, Des Plaines. The Six Piano Ensemble was
formed in 1980 by Glenna Sprague, Professor and Coordinator of Music at Oakton, where she
also teaches piano. One of the members of the ensemble is Beatriz Levi, who is also a member of
the North Shore Music Teachers Association.

The group performs repertoire from the classical, ragtime, and popular periods that is transcribed
for the six pianos by Professor Sprague. This year’s concerts features works by Mozart, Brahms,
Dvorak, Khachaturian, Gershwin, and Scott Joplin.

Tickets are $17 for general admission; $14 for seniors and students, and $12 for groups. For
ticket information, call the Oakton Box Office at (847) 635-1900.

Critics hail this internationally acclaimed ensemble as extraordinary and astounds with keyboard
precision and dazzling technique. The group has performed in concert throughout the United
States and Europe, including recent performances at the National Group Piano and Piano
Pedagogy Forum (GP3), held at the University of Oklahoma, this past August, and as concert
artists for the 2008 Virginia Music Teachers Association State Conference at Shenandoah
University. The Oakton Six Piano Ensemble will be performing as the culminating event of
2009 Pedagogy Saturday at the MTNA National Conference in Atlanta, Georgia in March. This
year, the ensemble featured the premiere performance of Oakton Toccata, an original
composition written for the group by renowned composer, Robert Vandall, and published by
Alfred Publishing Company. The group has also produced its first CD. To purchase, contact
Glenna Sprague at gsprague@oakton.edu.

NSMTA Publishing Deadlines

To be assured a listing in the NSMTA
=2\ 2009-2010 yearbook, your local dues
@ must be received by July 31, 2009.
/ You must be an active member by
October 31, 2009 in order to be
eligible to enroll your students in
NSMTA sponsored events (i.e. Sonata-
Sonatina Festival and the competition).

NSMTA Competition Repertoire

Primary (Grades 1-3):

Bach - Musette in G major
(Music for Millions Vol. 17).
Play with repeats.

Kabalevsky - Prelude (MM 17)

Elementary (Grades 4-6):

¢ Kirnberger - Bourree #1

(Bastien Piano Literature Vol. 3).

Play with repeats.

Grieg - Arietta Op. 12 #1 (Lyric Pieces)
Kabalevsky - "Brisk Game" (MM Vol. 37)

Junior (Grades 7-9):

Bach - Courante from French Suite #5.

Play with repeats.

Grieg - Notturno Op. 54 #4 (Lyric Pieces)
Shostakovich - Prelude in d minor, Op. 34 #24
(24 Preludes Op. 34, published by Sikorski)

Senior (Grades 10-12):

Prokofiev - "Montagues and Capulets"
from 10 Pieces from Romeo and Juliet, Op. 75
Chopin - Nocturne in E major, Op. 62 #2

Glenview Community Church Presents:
Ross Updegr aff in Concert
Sunday, February 15, 2009 @ 4:00 PM

Playing music of Bach, Franck, Paulus, Vierne
and an original composition.

Glenview Community Church
1000 Elm Street
Glenview, IL 60025

Call 847-724-2210 for more information or
visit: www.gccucc.org

Claire Aeber sold and Ralph Neiweem,
Directors

The Music Institute of Chicago
300 Green Bay Rd.

Winnetka, IL 60093
847.905.1500

info@musicinst.org

The Chicago Duo Piano festival is pleased to
announce a new competition for piano duos.
The competition will take place as the final
event of the Chicago Duo Piano Festival, on
July 25th. The competition will feature a junior
division, up to age 17, and a senior division, up
to age 23.

For questions please contact:
rneiweem@musicinst.org

A downloadable application may be obtained at:
www.chicagoduopianofestival.org
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20 NSMTA Piano Competition Application
Sunday, May 3, 2009
Northwestern University

Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip:

Division: (please circle one):
Primary (Grades 1-3) $25.00
Elementary (Grades 4-6) $25.00
Junior (Grades 7-9) $25.00
Senior (Grades 10-12) $25.00

Please note: All fees are non-refundable and send in ONE CHECK for TOTAL AMOUNT
of all students entering from EACH TEACHER.

I certify that the above information is correct. [ have read and agree to abide by the regulations
in the current brochure/directory.

Signed: Date:
(Contestant or parent)

Teacher Name:

Sponsoring teacher must be a current NSMTA member as of October 31, 2008, who has paid
2008-09 membership dues.

Teacher signature:

Teacher phone: email:

Make checks payable to NSM TA-Student Foundation. Send to chairperson:

Dr. Christine Hwang
8654 N. Osceola Ave.
Niles, IL 60714
Chwang97@yahoo.com

All applications must be pogmarked by April 1, 2008.
LATE or INCOMPLETE applicationswill NOT be consider ed.
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